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Fulfillment
According to the symposium, is love about being fulfilled or merely seeking it?
According to “The Symposium” love is about being fulfilled and not merely seeking it. People pursue love in a gradual ascent from the particular to the general. This leads people to culminate in the whole process of seeking love by understanding the form that love takes. People get attracted to the beauty that is in another person. Therefore, this is an idea that people perceive which is far much greater than they would have imagined. Hence, people keep on seeking love to fulfill something in them. They engage themselves in the pursuit of seeking love from time to time since they normally come across people or things having different levels of beauty.
Peoples’ urges for love are never satisfied and they keep on merely looking for it. People could not just go on seeking something that was not meaningful in their lives. Since love is an important part of peoples’ lives, it cannot just be sought, but instead pursued to fulfill something in them (David 19a). For instance, an individual seeks love for a significant period until a point in their lives when they come to realize that they have got what they have been looking for. A woman and a man will search for love for quite some time up to a point when they realize that they have got what they have been longing for. However, this does not exactly mean that those who end up in a relationship or marriage have attained the love that they have been looking for. In fact, from time-to-time, there has occurred divorce since people, later on, realize that they are incompatible. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Additionally, love is something that people seek to fulfill a certain desire. From the symposium, it is seen that Socrates had been for a long time seeking love. From the original Greek text, it has indicated several untranslatable puns that enhance people’s understanding of the relationship between love, desire, and philosophy. Socrates meets Diotima who teaches him everything that he knows about Eros (David 1b). He came to Diotima in search to quench his sexual desire, but instead, he received love and wisdom. He, later on, realized that Diotima is a model of beauty that every lover seeks. Therefore, it is clear from their conversation that love is sought to fulfill something and not just searching for it.
Does love “complete us” or “disturb us” or does it somehow do both?
Love does both; it completes us as well as disturbing us. People seek to love to be complete. Some people grew without affection or emotional intimacy. Therefore, for such a section of people to feel complete, they have to look for love. With that having been said, it does not entirely mean that these are the only people who have to look for love to complete themselves. Also, people who have been brought up while experiencing affection or emotional intimacy will always search for love to still feel is complete. This is the reason, for instance, all people regardless of how they were brought up will always seek love. There is normally an urge to keep on searching for love so that they can feel appreciated and loved back. 
Love can also disturb us in one way or the other. Some people might have been searching for love for a long time without finding it. Such people might start to think that they will never get the love that they have been searching for endlessly over a certain period. Therefore, such people will feel that they have never actually been in love and hence feel disturbed to some extent. Some other people have got a fear of intimacy. Therefore, love has got mixed reactions to different people at different stages of life. Love can either complete a person or disturb.
How might Lacan’s concept of jouissance/enjoyment help us understand this issue?
According to Lacan, “the job of the pleasure principle is to regulate an increase or decrease of tension on a pleasure-unpleasure scale (Owen 2a).” This can be used to explain how love completes people and at the same time disturbs them. It is not all the time that a person will be going through things that are pleasing or good. There are times when things will not occur the anticipated way and therefore will not cause pleasure. Therefore, it is the work of a person to regulate these feelings (pleasurable or un-pleasurable feelings) to maximize the benefits obtained from feelings of love (Owen 2a). 
Love disturbs us at the point where we find ourselves realizing that it was not what we thought it was earlier on. People might engage in a relationship thinking that it will last and be fruitful, but as time goes by they get disappointed by what they come to realize. Life is full of changes and uncertainties such that no one can predict with certainty what will take place in the future. Therefore things are bound to change and once a person appreciates this fact will always be in a position to regulate pleasurable or un-pleasurable feelings. 
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